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AGAMA BIBRONII DUMERIL 1851 (REPTILIA: SAURIA): 
PROPOSED VALIDATION UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. 

Z.N.(S.) 1856 

By Andrew F. Stimson (British Museum (Natural History), 

London, England) 

The North African rock lizard Againa bibronii was described by A. Dumeril 
in Dumeril and Dumeril (1851, p. 101). This name was accepted without 
question by systematists until 1955 when Mertens (p. 56) pointed out that it 
was antedated by Trapelus (Psammorrlwa) bibronii Fitzinger 1843 (p. 81) and 
would have to be replaced by the next oldest available name, Agania colonorum 
var impalearis Boettger 1874 (p. 132). 

2. Trapelus (Psammorrlwa) bibronii Fitzinger is a junior objective synonym 
of the southern African rock lizard Agama luspida aculeata Merrem 1 820 (p. 53). 
It was placed in the synonymy of aculeata by Boulenger in 1885 (p. 351) and 
since that time has not been used as a senior synonym. Although the combina- 
tion Agama bibronii Fitzinger has not appeared in primary zoological literature, 
the placing of the specific name, even in synonymy, in the genus Agama makes it 
a senior secondary homonym of Agama bibronii Dumeril, 

3. Thus if the Law of Homonymy were applied, the well established name 
Agama bibronii Dumeril would have to be replaced by Agama impalearis 
Boettger. This latter name was placed by Boulenger (1885, p. 357) in the 
synonymy of Agama bibronii Dumeril where it remained until it was revived by 
Mertens (1955, p. 56). During this period (1885-1955) Agama bibronii Dumeril 
became accepted by zoologists, through widespread usage, as the correct name 
for this North African species. Since 1955 only Wermuth (1967, p. 15) has used 
impalearis while several authors (Bons, 1957, p. 97, 1959, p. 53, 1961, p. 60, 
1963, p. 39, 1964, p. 65; Bons and Bons, 1959, p. 120; Bons and Girot, 1962, 
p. 41 ; Gabe and Saint-Girons, 1965, p. 194; Gauthier, 1956, p. 139; Grandison, 
1968 in press; Kohl, 1963, p. 347: Lambert, 1968, p. 29; Pasteur and Bons, 1960, 
p. 35; Saint-Girons, 1961, p. 233) have continued to use Agama bibronii Dumeril. 

4. In the interests of nomenclatural stability the Commission is therefore 
requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name bibronii Fitzinger, 

1843, as used in the combination Trapelus (Psammorrlwa) bibronii, for 
the purposes of the Law of Priority and the Law of Homonymy. 

(2) to place the specific name bibronii A. Dumeril, 1851, as used in the com- 

bination Agama bibronii, on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name suppressed under the plenary powers in (1) 

above on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in 
Zoology. 
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